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August is typically one of the warmest months of the year, and that means air conditioners across our
community are working overtime to keep homes and businesses comfortable. During periods of
extreme heat, many Members may see an increase in their electric bill and wonder what factors
contribute to the cost of electricity.

At Upshur-Rural Electric Cooperative Corporation, we believe understanding your electric bill is an
important part of being an informed Member. While the total amount due may look like a single
number, it reflects several different costs associated with delivering reliable electricity to your home or
business.

The largest factor is often the amount of energy you use. Electricity is measured in kilowatt-hours
(kWh), and the more energy your household consumes, the higher your bill will be. During the summer,
air conditioning is typically the biggest driver of increased energy use. When temperatures climb into
the 90s or higher, cooling systems run longer and more frequently, using significantly more electricity
than they do during milder weather.

Another major factor is the cost of generating or purchasing electricity. Like many cooperatives, URECC
purchases power from wholesale suppliers. The cost of producing electricity fluctuates based on fuel
prices, including natural gas, coal, and other energy resources. Changes in wholesale power costs
directly influence the price of electricity delivered to Members.

Transmission costs also play a role. Before electricity reaches your home, it travels across a network of
high‑voltage transmission lines that connect power plants to local distribution systems. This equipment
requires ongoing maintenance and upgrades to ensure reliability, especially as demand continues to
grow.

Closer to home, URECC maintains the local electric distribution system — utility poles, power lines,
transformers, substations, and other essential equipment that safely delivers power to Members.
Maintaining this infrastructure is covered through the monthly base charge. This flat fee ensures all
Members contribute to the basic operational costs required to keep the grid reliable and ready to serve
your home or business. Whether a Member uses a little electricity or a lot, we must maintain crews,
equipment, and resources around the clock.

Summer temperatures can also influence costs in less obvious ways. When electricity demand is high
across a region, wholesale power prices can increase. Utilities and grid operators must ensure enough
generation is available to meet peak demand, and those costs can ripple throughout the electric system.

The good news is that simple steps can make a meaningful difference. Setting your thermostat a few
degrees higher when you’re away, replacing dirty HVAC filters, using ceiling fans, sealing air leaks, and
avoiding major appliances during the hottest parts of the day can help reduce energy use, lower your
bill, and ease strain on the grid during peak demand.

URECC’s mission is to provide safe, reliable, and affordable electricity while being transparent about the
factors that impact energy costs. We understand every dollar matters, and we’re committed to making
smart investments that keep the lights on and support the communities we serve.

If you ever have questions about your electric bill or URECC programs designed to help you save, please
reach out. We’re here to help you make informed decisions that work for your household.

Thank you for allowing Upshur-Rural Electric Cooperative Corporation to serve you.
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One of the best ways to protect
yourself from online scams is by using
strong passwords. While many people
focus on complexity—adding symbols,

numbers and capital letters—
password length is equally important.

A longer password or passphrase is
harder for cybercriminals to crack.

Create memorable phrases made up
of several unrelated words, and avoid

using personal information like
birthdays or pet names. Use a unique
password for each account and enable

multi-factor authentication when
possible. #StopScams 
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August heat can put your air conditioner
to the test, making it a great time to

check your system’s air filter. A dirty,
clogged filter restricts airflow, forcing

your cooling system to work harder than
necessary to keep your home

comfortable. That extra strain can
reduce efficiency, increase energy use

and contribute to unnecessary wear and
tear on equipment. Inspect your filter
monthly during periods of heavy air
conditioner use and replace it if it

appears dirty. A clean filter supports
efficient operation and can even enhance
indoor air quality—helping you stay cool
and comfortable during the hottest days

of summer.
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Back to School 
Be SAFE Be SMART! 

Bus stop safety — Arrive early, stand back from the curb, 
and wait for the bus to stop completely.

Driver awareness — Flashing red lights mean STOP.

Use crosswalks — Look left, right, and left again before stepping out. 

Stay alert — No phones or earbuds near traffic.

CONTROL YOUR USAGE
WITH THE SMARTHUB APP!
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Stay cool & save big! Stay tuned to our social
media pages and website all summer long for fun
and easy energy-saving tips you don’t want to
miss! 

Tree trimming is currently underway in
Hallsville, Gum Springs, Big Sandy, Mt Eara and
Kilgore.

MEMBER NOTICES
 With the URECC SmartHub
app, usage alerts let you set

custom daily and hourly
thresholds and get next‑day

notifications if you hit them, so
you can track trends, adjust

habits, and avoid bill surprises.
 Alerts arrive around 1 p.m.
based on the previous day’s
usage. Download SmartHub

and turn on alerts to manage
energy smarter.

BEAT THE PEAK
Cutting costs at home doesn’t have to be complicated, small

changes add up fast. Turn off lights when you leave a room, unplug
electronics you’re not using, and set your thermostat a little higher
in the summer. Smart habits today mean more savings tomorrow!

PEAK HOURS ARE 3:00PM-9:00PM



SATTERWHITE LOG HOMESSATTERWHITE LOG HOMES
URECC BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT:URECC BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT:

This month’s Business Spotlight is Satterwhite Log Homes. We sincerely appreciate their support as a valued Member
and key customer of URECC, and we thank them for their continued commitment to our community. Please take a
moment to read their story and learn how their business was built and developed over the years.

Not long ago, log homes had not been seen in Texas since the early 1800s. When Satterwhite Log Homes began, the idea of
a modern log home was so remarkable, it drew the attention of the Dallas Morning News, and the story was picked up by
the wire services and ran in newspapers across the nation.

Given the forests of East Texas, you’d guess Satterwhite would be logging locally, but that’s not the case. Log homes have
special requirements, and the perfect match for log walls is Engelmann Spruce, the highest altitude tree in North America.

Very quickly, Satterwhite became one of the biggest customers for sawmills in Colorado. Today, Satterwhite buys timber
sales in the mountains of Colorado, New Mexico, and Utah. And the company operates sawmills in Gunnison, Utah;
Chama, New Mexico, and Longview, Texas.

Log homes are only one aspect of Satterwhite Log Homes’ business. Over the past 50 years, the company has developed an
extensive line of specialty character woods. These offer a varied palette of beautiful natural materials useful for any home
and many other applications.

Satterwhite has become a key vendor to businesses as varied as national restaurants, Bass Pro Shops, Cavender’s, and
even Ark Encounter, an actual-size replication of Noah’s Ark located in Williamstown, Kentucky.

Of course, the public face of Satterwhite Log Homes is the construction of beautiful modern log homes. These homes are
sought after for the enduring appeal of natural wood, and are known for extreme structural integrity.

Over the years, Satterwhite has been a national leader in the log home industry for introducing innovative new designs.
Over 70 log home floor plans are currently published on the Satterwhite website. With an outstanding design department
and low customization charges, most Satterwhite customers ultimately decide to either customize one of Satterwhite’s
existing floor plans, to adapt a plan from another source, or to create their own plan.

Satterwhite Log Homes is located at 8405 U.S. 259 north of Longview. Visitors are always welcome. Business hours are
Monday - Friday 8am-5pm, Saturdays 8am-Noon. (903) 663-1729. For more information, visit https://www.satterwhite-
log-homes.com.
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SATTERWHITE LOG HOMES
EST.  1974

Family, Experience, Quality



                                                                                                                                                         

ARE YOU PREPARED FOR
STORMS?

ARE YOU PREPARED FOR
STORMS?

Securing Your Financial Future
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August is peak camping season, and whether you're
hitting the backcountry or the backyard, a good trail mix

has something for every moment on the trail. A little
something sweet, something salty, but most importantly,

something with staying power.
Your financial plan should work the same way. A well-

balanced mix of savings, investments and an emergency
fund may give you energy for the long haul and

something to fall back on when the path gets rough.
Many financial professionals suggest starting with a base

of three to six months of living expenses in an
emergency fund. From there, regular contributions to a
retirement account, even a small amount each month,

may support long-term growth. Then consider adding a
short-term goal, like a vacation fund or a home repair

cushion, to help keep you motivated along the way.
Pack your mix thoughtfully, and you can be prepared for

wherever the trail takes you.

Ingredients:

Instructions:
 Melt butter and mix in mustard, sauce and onion.
 Cut the pack of rolls in half, horizontally (keeping all top and bottom halves separately
intact).
  In a 9x13 inch pan, place bottom half of rolls and cover with ham and cheese.
  Cover ham and cheese stacks with top half of rolls.
  Drizzle butter mixture over top of rolls, making sure onion is evenly distributed.
  Refrigerate over night.
 Bake uncovered at 350 degrees for 15-20 minutes and, once finished, separate for   
serving.

Ham and Cheese  Sliders

Build an emergency kit — Stock essentials like water, flashlights,
batteries, first‑aid supplies, and medications.
Use portable generators safely — Operate outdoors, away from
windows, and follow all manufacturer guidelines.
Keep essential devices charged — Ensure phones, power banks,
and critical electronics are ready in case of an outage.
Monitor severe storm conditions — Utility companies track
weather and prepare crews to respond quickly.
Be prepared for outages — Staying ready helps you remain safe
and alert when storms roll through.

 1 lb deli ham shaved
 1 lb Swiss cheese thinly sliced
 1 stick butter
 1 1/2 tbsp Dijon mustard
 1 1/2 tsp Worcestershire sauce
 1 1/2 tsp minced dried onion
 12  Sweet Dinner Roll
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