
URECC

Upshur Rural Electric Cooperative Corporation (URECC) is a not-for-profit cooperative
whose sole focus is to provide safe, affordable, and reliable power to the Members and
communities we serve. Maintaining this standard of service requires our employees and
contractors to regularly inspect, maintain, and access power lines, poles, equipment, and
right-of-ways (ROWs). This work includes vegetation management, line inspections,
maintenance projects, outage restoration, and the use of drone technology to safely
inspect electric infrastructure. Recognizing the impact that vegetation can have on system
reliability, the URECC Board of Directors approved more than $5 million for right-of-way
vegetation management in 2026.
 
"This helps the Cooperative maintain the right-of-ways more efficiently by limiting the
number of trees that could possibly grow into the line while also limiting the number of
trees needing to be trimmed," Vegetation and Power Quality Supervisor, Matt Dykes said.
"This guideline also informs the Member that maintaining good access to our right-of-
ways is very important for vegetation maintenance and line work."
 
Many of these activities are also driven by state regulations, industry standards, insurance
requirements, and utility safety programs. Members may see URECC employees or
contractors working within right-of-ways or near their homes and properties throughout
the year. This includes vegetation management, pole inspections, meter inspections,
wildfire mitigation efforts, routine maintenance, equipment upgrades, outage restoration,
and other projects necessary to maintain a safe and reliable electric system. Our
employees operate marked vehicles displaying the URECC logo, and our contractors'
vehicles display their company logo along with a URECC sticker identifying them as
contractors working on behalf of the cooperative.
 
URECC's easements and right-of-ways provide the legal access necessary to inspect,
maintain, and operate electric facilities. The Membership Agreement further outlines the
responsibilities of both the cooperative and its Members as we work together to maintain a
safe and reliable electric system.
 
The Membership Agreement also states that trees, structures, fences, landscaping, and
other obstructions should not be placed within URECC's right-of-ways. Maintaining clear
right-of-ways helps protect public safety, reduces the risk of outages, and allows crews to
safely access electric infrastructure when maintenance or repairs are needed.
Obstructions can create safety hazards, interfere with electric facilities, and make it more
difficult for crews to perform necessary work efficiently and safely.

Continue reading on Page 2.
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Your smart thermostat, security camera,
video doorbell and other connected

devices make life more convenient—but
they can also be targets for

cybercriminals if they're not properly
secured. Change default usernames and

passwords, use strong, unique
passwords for each device and enable

multi-factor authentication when
available. Keep your devices up to date

by installing software and firmware
updates, which often include important
security fixes. Secure your home Wi-Fi
network with a strong password and

modern encryption. A few simple steps
can help keep your personal information
and smart devices safe from scammers.
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September kicks off the fall shoulder
season, when cooler mornings and

milder evenings often mean you can
give your heating/cooling system a
break. Open windows, use ceiling

fans and enjoy the fresh air whenever
temperatures allow. It’s also the
perfect time to schedule annual

HVAC maintenance before colder
weather arrives. Heating and cooling

professionals often have greater
availability, making it easier to book

an appointment. Regular
maintenance can improve your

system’s efficiency, help prevent
unexpected breakdowns and keep

your home comfortable all year long.
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Member Reminder: Right-of-Way Access, Drone
Usage & Employee Safety



                                                                                                     
 

 

We understand that maintenance activities within right-of-ways and other system work can
sometimes be inconvenient or unexpected. However, these activities are essential to
providing safe, reliable electric service and helping prevent outages and costly repairs in the
future. While the work may not always be convenient, it plays a critical role in maintaining the
electric system that serves all Members.
 
URECC has also expanded the use of drone technology throughout our service territory to
support preventative maintenance efforts, improve the efficiency of outage restoration, and
enhance the safety of our employees and contractors. All drone operations are conducted by
FAA-certified pilots and are focused solely on inspecting URECC-owned facilities, equipment,
and infrastructure.
 
"We recognize that some Members may have questions when they see a drone operating
nearby," Manager of Power Quality, Brian Mahan said. "Those flights are conducted solely for
utility-related inspections of URECC-owned facilities and equipment. Our focus is on the
electric system and maintaining reliable service for our Members."

The safety of the public, our employees and contractors remains one of URECC's highest
priorities. Our crews and contractors work on behalf of the cooperative and all Members to
maintain the electric system that powers our homes, businesses, schools, and communities.
 
We are committed to serving our Members safely and respectfully. To help us do so, we ask
that employees and contractors be allowed to perform their work without interference and be
treated with courtesy and professionalism.
 
"Behind every maintenance project, outage restoration effort, and right-of-way improvement
are employees and contractors working to serve our communities," General Manager and
CEO, Robert Walker said. "Their safety must always come first, and we are committed to
providing the support and resources necessary for them to do their jobs safely."
 
If you have questions or concerns about right-of-way maintenance, vegetation management,
drone inspections, or work being performed on or near your property, please contact
URECC's Member Services Department. Our team is happy to explain the work being
performed and address any concerns you may have.
 
Thank you for helping us keep our employees, contractors, Members, and electric system
safe. By working together, we can continue providing safe, reliable electric service to the
communities we proudly serve.

-Upshur-Rural Electric Cooperative Corporation
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As we head into September, cooler mornings and milder
temperatures are a great reminder to give your HVAC a little break
when you can.

Take advantage of the comfortable weather, enjoy the changing
season, and look for simple ways to save energy around your
house.

Tree trimming is currently underway in Big Sandy and Mt. Eara
substations. 

URECC offices will
be closed on

Monday,
September 7,2026
in Observance of

Labor Day

National Farm
Safety & Health

Week
Sept. 21-25

When operating
machinery, watch for
overhead power lines. 

Look up before moving
tall equipment and keep
it at least 10 feet away
from power lines.

Never approach a
downed power line.
Report it immediately.

We're proud to power
the farms that power our
communities. Stay safe
out there! 

Member Notices



This month’s Business Spotlight is Cal-Maine Foods, Inc. We sincerely appreciate their
support as a valued Member and Key customer of URECC, and we thank them for their
continued commitment to our community. Please take a moment to read their story and learn
how their business was built and developed over the years.

Cal-Maine Foods, Inc. is the largest producer and distributor of shell eggs in the United States.

We strive to offer a favorable product mix of quality choices including conventional, cage-free,
organic, brown, free-range, pasture-raised and nutritionally enhanced eggs. Our shell eggs
are primarily sold to customers across the southwestern, southeastern, mid-western and mid-
Atlantic regions of the United States. We are vertically integrated with best-in-class
operational expertise across our network of production, processing, packaging and
distribution facilities.
 
Based in Ridgeland, Mississippi, we are proud of our rich agricultural heritage and the values
that were instilled in us by our founder, Fred R. Adams, Jr., in 1957. These same values have
defined our business for more than six decades and are deeply rooted in our culture.
Importantly, they have also shaped long-standing relationships with our valued customers.

We are proud of our Cal-Maine Foods’ mission is to be the most reliable and sustainable
provider of consistent, high quality fresh shell eggs and egg products in the United States,
demonstrating a "Culture of Sustainability" in everything we do, and creating value for our
shareholders, customers, team members and communities.
 
As of November 29, 2025, our operations included 2 breeding facilities, 2 hatcheries, 30 feed
mills, 49 shell egg production facilities, 37 pullet growing facilities, 51 processing and
packaging facilities, 3 egg products' facilities and 6 prepared foods facilities.
 

Cal-Maine Foods, Inc.Cal-Maine Foods, Inc.
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Our FAA-certified drone pilots use drones to inspect power
lines, poles, substations, and right-of-ways, helping us spot

potential issues before they become problems.

This technology improves efficiency, supports faster outage
response, and helps keep our crews safe while providing

reliable service to our Members.

When you see a URECC drone pilot in the field, they will be
wearing a neon yellow vest labeled “FAA Certified Drone Pilot -

Do Not Disturb” and a URECC-logo hard hat.

Please give our pilots space to safely do their jobs. Your
cooperation helps keep our crews safe and our system reliable!

Ingredients:

Instructions:
 Melt butter and mix in mustard, sauce and onion.
 Cut the pack of rolls in half, horizontally (keeping all top and bottom halves separately
intact).
  In a 9x13 inch pan, place bottom half of rolls and cover with ham and cheese.
  Cover ham and cheese stacks with top half of rolls.
  Drizzle butter mixture over top of rolls, making sure onion is evenly distributed.
  Refrigerate overnight.
 Bake uncovered at 350 degrees for 15-20 minutes and, once finished, separate for   
serving.

Ham and Cheese  Sliders

 1 lb deli ham shaved
 1 lb Swiss cheese thinly sliced
 1 stick butter
 1 1/2 tbsp Dijon mustard
 1 1/2 tsp Worcestershire sauce
 1 1/2 tsp minced dried onion
 12  Sweet Dinner Roll

URECF OPERATION ROUND UP GRANT
APPLICATION IS NOW OPEN!

Please review the checklist below to ensure you are prepared for submission.

Organization Name
Billing & Mailing Address(s) Phone Number & Email

Amount of Funds Requested & Purpose of Funds 

501C3 letter from IRS
Form 990 (Past 2 Years.)
Financial Statement

If Applicable:
Previous URECF Grant Report &
How the Money was Disbursed 

3 References & Contact Information

https://urecc.coop/upshur-rural-electric-community-foundation/

APPLICATIONS CLOSE
OCTOBER 1, 2026

Drones Help URECC Work
Safer!
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