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Celebrating the Cooperative Difference
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When you hear the word cooperative, what comes to mind? As your local electric
cooperative, we hope one of the first names you think of is Upshur-Rural Electric
Cooperative Corporation.

This October is especially meaningful as we celebrate both National Co-op Month
and URECC's 89th anniversary. It's a time to recognize the cooperatives that
strengthen communities across America and the Members whose support has made
URECC's success possible for nearly nine decades.

All cooperatives share one important characteristic: they are owned by and
accountable to the people they serve. Unlike businesses focused on distant investors,
cooperatives exist to meet local needs, improve quality of life, and invest in their
communities.

Since 1937, URECC has embodied that mission. When much of rural East Texas
lacked electricity, neighbors joined together to build a cooperative that would bring
power and opportunity to the region. Nearly 89 years later, that same cooperative
spirit continues to guide everything we do.

As a Member-owned cooperative, we remain committed to providing safe, reliable,
and affordable electricity while supporting our communities through programs like
the East Texas Rural Electric Youth Summit (ETREYS), the Texas Electric
Cooperatives Government-in-Action Youth Tour, and URECC Scholarships.

The cooperative difference can also be seen in everyday moments, from lineworkers
restoring power after storms to employees answering Members' questions and local
leaders helping guide our cooperative's future. These are examples of people serving
people, a principle that has defined cooperatives for generations.

As we celebrate National Co-op Month and URECC's 89th anniversary, we thank our
Members for their trust, support, and involvement. Together, we continue the
tradition of neighbors helping neighbors and proving that when people work
together, communities thrive.

Thank you for being a Member. Your membership is what makes this cooperative
possible and will continue to power our mission for generations to come.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY
TIP OF THE MONTH

Don't let phantom energy haunt your
electric bill this October. Many
electronics continue using electricity
even when they're turned off. TVs,
gaming systems, coffee makers and
phone chargers can quietly draw
power around the clock. While each
device uses only a small amount, the
energy waste can add up over time.
Before heading out for Halloween fun,
unplug devices you don't use regularly
or plug them into a smart power strip
that automatically cuts power when
equipment is off. It's a simple trick
that can help keep phantom energy
waste in check.

UTILITY SCAM AWARENESS
TIP OF THE MONTH

October is Cybersecurity Awareness Month, a
good time to rethink your passwords. Length
matters more than anything else, but only
when the password is unpredictable. A phrase
you'd actually say, a song lyric, or a favorite
team plus the year is long but easy to crack,
because attackers test exactly those. Instead,
string together four or five words that have
nothing to do with each other and drop a
number or symbol somewhere in the middle:
lantern7-quilt-tractor-orbit. That's easy to

remember and far harder to crack than either a
short symbol-heavy password or a familiar
phrase. Better yet, let a password manager

enerate and store random passwords for every
account, and save the memorized passphrase
for the manager itself. Never reuse a password,
and turn on multi-factor authentication
wherever it's offered.
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A FEW HALLOWEEN SAFETY REMINDERS!

Unplug energy-draining devices when they 're not in use.

Stop phantom power by unplugging unused electronics.

Turn off or unplug Halloween decorations before heading out or going to bed.

Skip the open flames and use flashlights or battery-powered candles for a safer spooky glow.
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Starting October 1st, you may notice a few updates to your
monthly bill. These changes are intended to make your bill
easier to read and more convenient to use.

Is your Outdoor light staying on during the day? If so, it may
need maintenance. Please contact Member Services at 903-
843-2536 to schedule a repair and ensure your light is
working properly.

Tree trimming is currently underway in Big Sandy and Mt
Eara.

PREPARE FOR COOLER

WEATHER!

With colder weather approaching,
it's a great time to make sure your
home is ready for the season ahead.
Small air leaks around doors and
windows can allow heated air to
escape, causing your heating
system to work harder than
necessary. Sealing those gaps with
weatherstripping and caulk can
improve efficiency, increase
comfort, and help reduce energy
usage throughout the fall and
winter months.




URECC BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT:
C. WRIGHT’S MACHINE TOOLS, INC.

This month’s Business Spotlight is C. Wright’s Machine Tools, Inc. We sincerely appreciate their support as a
valued Member and key Member of URECC, and we thank them for their continued commitment to our
community. Please take a moment to read their story and learn how their business was built and developed
over the years.

C. Wright’s has been proud to serve the East Texas community for more than 50 years. What began as a small
garage hobby shop in the early 1970s has grown into a trusted full-service machine shop and production
facility built on quality workmanship, reliability, and dedication to customer satisfaction.

Over the decades, we have continually expanded our services and invested in new technologies to meet the
evolving needs of our customers while staying true to the values that have guided us from the very beginning.
Today, C. Wright’s specializes in Computer Numerical Control (CNC) and manual machining, welding, and
custom metal fabrication, providing precision solutions for a wide variety of industries throughout East Texas
and beyond.

Our skilled team combines years of experience with modern equipment to deliver high-quality products,
timely service, and dependable results on projects of all sizes. Whether producing a single custom part or
supporting large-scale production requirements, we are committed to delivering excellence in every job we
undertake.

In 2022, we expanded our capabilities with the addition of a state-of-the-art high-definition plasma robotic
line for structural steel fabrication. This advancement allows us to increase efficiency, improve precision, and
take on more complex projects while continuing to provide the quality and service our customers have come
to expect. By embracing innovation and investing in cutting-edge technology, we remain prepared to meet the
challenges of a growing and ever-changing industry. At C. Wright’s, our employees and customers are at the
center of everything we do.

We value the relationships we have built over the years and take pride in maintaining a workplace and
business culture founded on integrity, respect, and teamwork. As a locally rooted company, we are committed
to supporting the communities we serve and contributing to the growth and success of East Texas.

Our mission is to provide dependable manufacturing and fabrication solutions, exceed customer
expectations, and continue serving our region with the same dedication and craftsmanship that have defined
C. Wright’s for over half a century.




PREPARING FOR CAPITAL CREDITS

o Update Mailing Address: If you no longer have service with us, please update
your address so we can send your check to the correct location.

o Deceased name changes: Heirs must call and provide a death certificate, valid
photo ID, and letters of testamentary/will (if applicable), plus mailing address,
phone number, and full Social Security number.

e Returned capital credits: Inactive/deceased account funds are sent to Texas

Unclaimed Property (timing TBD).

» Reissued checks: Name-change reissues begin March 1 of the following year.

o Opt-out: Inactive Members can donate current/future credits using the form in

their envelope.

» Active accounts: Credits are applied to the November billing statement (shown
as a line-item credit) to offset processing costs. Members may also donate via

paper or online forms if desired.

@b @

) @b @~ d:

Securing Your Financial Future

October is National Co-op Month, and cooperatives can have a lot to
teach us about smart money habits. Co-ops are built on Member
ownership and a shared stake in the outcome—and in practice, that
tends to translate into patience and a long view. You can apply the same
mindset to your own finances:

Think long-term. Co-ops are built around the needs of generations of
Members, not just what happens this year. The same goes for your
retirement savings. Small, consistent contributions today may add up to
meaningful progress down the road.

Reinvest in yourself. Many co-ops return profits to Members as
capital credits. Consider doing the same: redirect a tax refund, bonus or
unexpected extra income into savings or debt payoff instead of spending

it right away.

Lean on community. Co-ops succeed through collective strength.
Don't be afraid to lean on trusted resources.

No Bake Halloween Cheesecake Cups

Ingredients:

e 14 Oreo cookies

o 2 packages (8 0z) cream cheese,
softened

12 cup powdered sugar

2 teaspoons vanilla extract

1 container (8 0z) Cool Whip, thawed
Orange gel coloring

Toppings: Ghost Peeps, Halloween
sprinkles, candy pumpkins

Instructions:

¢ Crush 7 Oreo cookies and distribute into 7 cups.

¢ Beat cream cheese, sugar, and extract; fold in 2 cups of Cool Whip.

o Split the cheesecake into two bowls, tint one orange.

» Spoon white cheesecake onto crumbs in cups, then add crushed cookies.
» Spoon orange cheesecake into the cups.

» Use a piping bag to swirl Cool Whip on top.

» Add ghost Peeps, sprinkles, and candies before serving.
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